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• #3  Reduce Food Waste 
70.53 gigatons avoided if 50% 
global food waste reduced by 2050

• #55 Household Recycling
2.77 gigatons avoided if average 
global recycling rate is 65% by 2050

• #68 Waste-to-Energy 
1.1 gigatons avoided if 62.6 GW of 
WTE facilities installed globally by 2050  

The DRAWDOWN

Source:  Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed 
to Reverse Global Warming, Edited by Paul Hawken, 2017



OCRRA serves our community by providing a 
comprehensive solid waste management system that is 

environmentally, socially and fiscally sustainable   



Engagement
• Events

• Email Blasts
✓ 20,000+ subscribers
✓ 39% average open rate 

(industry average = 23%)

• Social Media
✓ 10,000+ Facebook followers

• Printed Newsletter - Quarterly
✓ Reaches 85,000 residents

• Media
✓ Paid (ad agency)
✓ “Free” (PR appearances)



System Structure & Features 
• OCRRA does not handle waste collection. 

We facilitate proper waste management.

• Waste flow control, a local recycling law, and 
contractual arrangements make the OCRRA 
system possible.
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* Items minimized through reduction and reuse are not included 
in the percentages above, as they cannot be tracked (in any system).

OCRRA  System  
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• Reduced transport 
distance by 88%

• Recovered ~3,000 
tons metal / year

• Diverted 44,000 tons 
of waste from landfill 

Local mill recycles 850,000 tons of cardboard



Local Compost
Businesses and school 
children help Onondaga 

Lake flourish 



Organics Recovery
•Largest municipal facility in NYS 

•Capacity: Process 10,000 tons of food waste / year

•Compost available in bulk and by the bag



GHG Avoidance from Recycling
721,610 tons CO2e avoided through comprehensive 

county-wide recycling program



GHG Avoidance from WTE

• Processing 
non-recyclable 
waste at the 
WTE Facility 
avoided 
353,385 tons 
of CO2e in 2017

All in, OCRRA’s sustainable solid waste system 
avoided over 1 million tons of CO2e in 2017



GHG Emission Comparisons



Visit www.OCRRA.org for Air Emissions Testing Results

2018 Emissions Results (5-Year)



2018 Emissions Results (Annual)



Emissions as % of Permit Limits



Medicine Disposal



Educating for a More 
Sustainable Future



• NYS curriculum 
requirements

• Standards for                
3rd – 5th grade

• Example:
✓ CCSS ELA RI    

3.1, 4.1, 5.1

School Education Program



System Challenges
•Electricity Rates

•Recycling Markets

•Waste Stream



What’s Next?
Extended Producer Responsibility
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