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About the Department of Sanitation:

» Mission: Keep NYC healthy, safe,
and clean by collecting, recycling,
and disposing of refuse, cleaning
streets and vacant lots, and
clearing snow and ice.

« Largest municipal sanitation
department in the United States

* Created in 1881

o Serves 8.5 million residents;
millions of commuters and tourists

» Collects 10,000 tons of refuse and
2,000 tons of recyclables (paper,
metal, glass, plastic and organics)
per day
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Our waste ends up as far as 650 miles away.

'%Z/ New York City waste is
" y/“ transported to disposal sites
‘ _“i in at least six different states
ﬁ as much as 650 miles
'.“ away

3 Nvesanitation



We are building a sustainable waste
management system.

* City-owned marine transfer station
. City-owned rail transfer station
[ Frivate rail transfer station

. Waste-to-energy facility

Staten Island Transfer Station (@)
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We are building a sustainable waste
management system.
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In 2015, Mayor de Blasio set an ambitious goal
of sending zero waste to landfills by 2030

The' City of N'm;v York
Mayor Bill.de Blasio
First Daputy Mayer

Zero Waste

by 2030

| Goal: New York City will send zero waste to landfills

Zero Waste

Goal: New York City will send zero waste to landfills
by 2030

INDICATORS + TARGETS

@ Reduce

Overview

Exery weck, the average New Yorker throws out nearly 15 pounds of waste ot home
and another nine pounds of waste st work and in commercial establishments.
Altogether, in New York City this adds up to more than three million tons of
residential waste and three million tons of commercial waste generated per year
To mensge all of this waste, the City has developed a complex system w callect,
transport, and disposc of waste. It is & system with an nommous impact on our
neighborhoods, our environment, and our economy.

The things New Yorkers throw away contain potentially valusble resources. For 25
years, the City has offered curbside recycling programs todivert certsin materials,
including paper, metal, plastic, and glass, from the refuse stream. However, these
programs disert only 15.4 percent of the waste collected by City workers.

But we are movingin the right direction. In 2013, the City began a pilot curbside
callection progrm fr onganic weste, such as food seraps, yard waste, and soiled
paper. This program will continue to expand to serve a total 0f133,000 houscholds in

all five boroughs. In addition, many New Yorkers already choose to donate or sell used
clothing, famiture, and goods. Theoe efforts reflect a changis
focus—how we expart and dispose of waste has become an opportuity for us o build
dustries and develop a local amund materials thatcan be recovered.

BuiMing on these achievements, the City will becomse a worktwida leader in
solid waste management by achievinga goal of Zero Waste by 2030, We will
eliminate the need to send our waste to out-of-state landfills, thus minimizing the

1l envis limpact of our trash. To toward this
2oal, we will track the extent of our waste reduction and how much we divert waste
away from Landfills. We have set an ambitious target of reducing the smount of waste
disposed of by 90 percent by 2030 from a 3005 baseline—and we are already taking
i b pple, the decision to han expanded poly A
a positive step in this direction.

This report charts the full path to Zero Waste by enumerating seversl bold

initiatives, including the expansion of the NYC Organies curbside coll and
local drop-off site programs to serve all New Yorkers by the end of 2018. Tt also sims
to implement single-stream recycling collection for metal, ghass, plastic, and paper
products by 2020,
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Since then, we’ve taken great

steps toward achieving that goal




Grew the nation’s largest curbside organics
collection program.

Currently, more than 3.5 million New Yorkers receive
curbside collection service
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With the support of grassroots community
groups and passionate local composters.

2018 is the 25th anniversary of
the New York City Compost
Project

225+ community composting sites

100+ food waste drop-off sites
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Conducted a comprehensive waste
characterization study
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Eliminated non-recyclable materials from the
waste stream (or at least tried)
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Diverted electronics for recycling or proper
disposal

60% decrease in e-waste
disposal after implemented
an e-waste disposal ban
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Created donateNYC to support our reuse
community

give goods. find goods. do good.
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Created the first 100 Zero Waste Schools

700+ schools served by
organics collection

100 Zero Waste schools
launched in 2016
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Made recycling available to all NYC public
housing residents
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But we have more yet to do.




Thank You

Kathryn Garcia, Commissioner
NYC Dept. of Sanitation




